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TO:                      Board of Education  

 

FROM:               Brenda Horton 

 

DATE:                 March 21, 2017 

 

RE:                       Policy for First Reading and Amendment 

 

Background: 

The majority of the Committee of the Whole members recommended that the following policies 

be approved for first reading.     

 
Action and Policy Explanation 

Policy 4:175, Convicted Child Sex Offender 

Screening; Notifications 

This policy is renamed and the cross references and footnotes 

are updated to align with Policy 5:260 Student Teachers s it 

clarifies school code requirements for student teacher 

fingerprint-based criminal history records checks and continuous 

improvement.  PRESS subscriber feedback overwhelming 

prefers that “students doing field or clinical experience other 

than student teach” not be in the sample default policy language.  

State law does not require these individuals, along with resource 

persons and volunteers, to have fingerprint-based criminal 

history records checks.   

Policy 5:185, Family and Medical Leave PRESS update for non-substantive quality assurance purposes 

and also in response to some terminology changes in the 

regulations.  Footnotes are updated to match new FMLA 

regulatory language, i.e., definition of spouse.  

Policy 5:190, Teacher Qualifications Press updated policy, legal references, and footnotes to align 

with current teacher qualification requirements under ESEA, and 

to delete former NCLB references that teachers be highly 

qualified.  This is consistent with ISBE guidance, stating that 

school districts need not comply with the highly qualified 

teacher requirement during the 2017-17 school year.  There is no 

penalty for continuing to send this information during the 2016-

17 school year. 

Policy 5:330, Sick Days, Vacation, Holidays, and 

Leaves 

PRESS updated the policy, legal references, and footnotes.  It 

included the subheading Other Leaves to include child 

bereavement leave. 

Policy 6:15, School Accountability PRESS updated the policy and footnotes to delete former 

requirements under NCLB, including School Choice and 

Supplemental Education Services. 

Policy 6:50, School Wellness PRESS updated policy, legal references, cross references, and 

footnotes in response to the final Smart Snacks rules and ISBE 

https://intranet.oprfhs.org/board-of-education/board_meetings/Committee%20of%20the%20Whole/2016-17/Packet/20161213%20COW%20Packet/Policy/20161213%20Policy%204175.pdf
https://intranet.oprfhs.org/board-of-education/board_meetings/Committee%20of%20the%20Whole/2016-17/Packet/20161213%20COW%20Packet/Policy/20161213%20Policy%205185.pdf
https://intranet.oprfhs.org/board-of-education/board_meetings/Committee%20of%20the%20Whole/2016-17/Packet/20161213%20COW%20Packet/Policy/20161213%20Policy%205190.pdf
https://intranet.oprfhs.org/board-of-education/board_meetings/Committee%20of%20the%20Whole/2016-17/Packet/20161213%20COW%20Packet/Policy/20161213%20Policy%205330.pdf
https://intranet.oprfhs.org/board-of-education/board_meetings/Committee%20of%20the%20Whole/2016-17/Packet/20161213%20COW%20Packet/Policy/20161213%20Policy%20615.pdf
https://intranet.oprfhs.org/board-of-education/board_meetings/Committee%20of%20the%20Whole/2016-17/Packet/20161213%20COW%20Packet/Policy/20161213%20Policy%20650.pdf
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goals for physical activity. These rules were changed slightly 

from the final interim rule and the policy is updated throughout 

to reflect the changes.   

Policy 6:145, Migrant Students PRESS updated the policy to reflect new migrant student 

program requirements under ESEA.  Corresponding federal 

regulations have not been updated, but are likely within the next 

year. 

Policy 6:160, English Learners PRESS updated policy legal references and footnotes to reflect 

new English Learner program requirements under ESEA.  

Corresponding federal regulations have not been updated; but 

the amendments are highly likely within the next year.  

Policy 6:170, Title I Programs PRESS updated policy legal references and footnotes to reflect 

new Title I program requirements under ESEA.  Under NCLB, it 

was titled Parental Involvement but is now titled Parent and 

Family Engagement. 

Policy 6:310, High School Credit for No-District 

Experiences; Course Substitutions; Re-entering 

Students 

PRESS updated policy legal references and footnotes and cross 

references to reference new physical education regulations, 

added 40 ILL. Reg. 2990.  Text that was duplicated in 7:260, 

Exemption from Physical Education, is removed. A title change 

in Policy 7:260 cross reference removes the word “Activity.” 

Policy 7:60, Residence PRESS updated the policy, cross references to align with 

amendments to residency challenge procedures under effective 

January 1, 2017 to change to nonresident for consistency with 

the school code.   

Policy 7:70, Attendance and Truancy PRESS Updated policy, cross references, and footnotes to 

clarify current Compulsory School Attendance ages and delete 

information regarding compulsory school attendance ages in 

effect before the 2014-15 school year.  The Absenteeism and 

Truancy Program subhead and a related footnote reflect a new 

requirement that districts have a protocol for excusing a student 

in grades six through 12 from attendance to sound Taps at a 

military honors funeral held in Illinois for a decreased veteran.   

Policy 7:305, Student Athlete Concussions and 

Head Injuries 

PRESS has included a section that IHSA schools must require 

their certified athletic trainers to complete and submit a monthly 

report to IHSA on student-athletes who have sustained a 

concussion during either a school-sponsored activity overseen 

by the athletic trainer or in which the athletic director is made 

aware.  Dr. Gevinson felt the policy was not restrictive enough 

and that more education of parents and students was necessary. 

Policy 7:315, Restrictions on Publications; High 

Schools 

PRESS is replacing Policy 7:310, Restrictions on Publications, 

with 7:315 to reflect its applicability to high school students 

only.  The text, Legal References, and footnotes within Policy 

7:310 were used as the base for this new policy. The updates are 

in response to the Speech Rights of Student Journalists Act, 105 

ILCS 80/1, added by P.A. 99-678.  The Act does not authorize 

or protect expression by a student journalist that 1) is libelous, 

https://intranet.oprfhs.org/board-of-education/board_meetings/Committee%20of%20the%20Whole/2016-17/Packet/20161213%20COW%20Packet/Policy/20161213%20Policy%206145.pdf
https://intranet.oprfhs.org/board-of-education/board_meetings/Committee%20of%20the%20Whole/2016-17/Packet/20161213%20COW%20Packet/Policy/20161213%20Policy%206160.pdf
https://intranet.oprfhs.org/board-of-education/board_meetings/Committee%20of%20the%20Whole/2016-17/Packet/20161213%20COW%20Packet/Policy/20161213%20Policy%206170.pdf
https://intranet.oprfhs.org/board-of-education/board_meetings/Committee%20of%20the%20Whole/2016-17/Packet/20161213%20COW%20Packet/Policy/20161213%20Policy%206310.pdf
https://intranet.oprfhs.org/board-of-education/board_meetings/Committee%20of%20the%20Whole/2016-17/Packet/20161213%20COW%20Packet/Policy/20161213%20Policy%20760.pdf
https://intranet.oprfhs.org/board-of-education/board_meetings/Committee%20of%20the%20Whole/2016-17/Packet/20161213%20COW%20Packet/Policy/20161213%20Policy%20770.pdf
https://intranet.oprfhs.org/board-of-education/board_meetings/Committee%20of%20the%20Whole/2016-17/Packet/20161213%20COW%20Packet/Policy/20161213%20Policy%207305.pdf
https://intranet.oprfhs.org/board-of-education/board_meetings/Regular_Meetings/Packets/2016-17%20Regular%20Packet/20170321%20Reg%20Packet/Consent/20170321%20Policy%207315.pdf
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slanderous, or obscene; 2) constitutes an unwarranted invasion 

of privacy; 3) violates federal or state law; or 4) incites students 

as to create a clear and present danger of the commission of an 

unlawful act, the violation of policies of the school district, or 

material and substantial disruption of the orderly operation of 

the school.  It was suggested that school officials consult their 

board attorneys before prior restraint of student publications.  

The Committee members recommended: Page 1; 4b: remove the 

words beginning “including but not limited to educational 

services…” and ending with the word “Harassment”, which was 

a PRESS option. 

Policy 8:70, Accommodating Individuals with 

Disabilities 

PRESS updated the policy, legal references and footnote 

regarding the responsibility of the Title II Coordinator.   

 

 

Next Step: 

Move to approve the policies for first reading, as presented.     

 

  

 

https://intranet.oprfhs.org/board-of-education/board_meetings/Committee%20of%20the%20Whole/2016-17/Packet/20161213%20COW%20Packet/Policy/20161213%20Policy%20870.pdf

